TOWN OF BRI DGTON
DOG CONTROL ORDI NANCE

SECTI ON 1. PURPCSE

The purpose of this ordinance is to control dogs throughout the
Town of Bridgton in the interest of health, safety and genera
wel fare of its residents.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS AS USED IN TH'S ORDI NANCE UNLESS THE
CONTEXT OTHERW SE | NDI CATES

A “DOG shall nmean both nale and fenmnal e whether neutered or
not .

B. “OMER shall mean any person, firm association or
corporation owni ng, keeping or harboring a dog.

C. “AT LARCGE" shall nean off the prem ses of the owner and not
being under the control of any person by neans of personal
presence and attention, or ability to mani pulate and command the
conduct of the dog.

D. “DANGEROUS DOG shall nmean a dog which has bitten a person
who was not a trespasser on the owners premses at the time of
the incident; or a dog which causes a reasonable person acting
in a peaceabl e manner outside the owners prem ses, to be put in
appr ehensi on of em nent bodily harm

SECTI ON 3. LI CENSE REQUI RED

Al'l dogs kept, harbored or maintained by their respective owners
in the Town of Bridgton shall be licensed and tagged in
accordance with the appropriate laws of the State of Mine,
MR S. A 3921.

SECTI ON 4. DI STURBI NG THE PEACE

It shall be unlawful for anyone owning, possessing or harboring
a dog to cause or permt such dog to disturb the peace of any
person. Any owner or keeper causing or permtting a dog to bark,
how , or yelp continuously for twenty (20) m nutes or
intermttently for one (1) hour or nore shall be in violation of
this section.

It shall be unlawful for any dog owner or Kkeeper to cause or

permt such dog to disturb the peace by biting, chasing or
damagi ng the property of any person
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SECTI ON 5. RUNNI NG AT LARGE

It shall be unlawful for any dog, licensed or unlicensed, to run
at | arge, except when used for hunting purposes.

SECTI ON 6. CONFI NEMENT OF CERTAI N DOGS

A It shall be unlawful for the owner or keeper of a fermale dog
to cause or permt such dog to be beyond the owner’s prem ses at
any time while the dog is in heat unless such dog is restrained
with a leash, cord, or chain which shall not be nore than eight
(8) feet long by the owner or agent.

B. Any person who is assaulted by a dog w thout provocation or
any person W tnessing an unprovoked assault against a person or
domesticated animal may file a witten conplaint with a Police
Oficer or Animal Control Oficer that the dog is dangerous or
vi ci ous.

Procedures regarding the conplaints of dangerous dogs and the
met hod of restraint, confinenent or disposal shall be prescribed
and required by Maine Statutes Annotated, Title 7, Section 3952
and succeedi ng anendnents.

SECTI ON 7. | MPOUNDI NG

Any Police Oficer, Animal Control Oficer or Constable wthin
the Town of Bridgton shall seize, inpound, or restrain any dog
violating this ordinance or State law. A dog found in violation
of Section 5 shall be delivered to the owner when possible if
the owner or keeper can be determined, and is readily available
to take possession of the dog.

Wen a dog of known ownership is found in violation of Section 5
three (3) or nore tinmes in a six (6) nonth period, an Aninm
Control O ficer or person acting in that capacity, may take the
dog to the animal shelter and notify the Owner in accordance
with Section 8.

SECTI ON 8. | MPOUNDMENT

When inpounding any dog, the Animal Control Oficer or Police
Oficer shall at the time of such inpoundnent |ist a nunber and
description of violation(s), make a conplete registry of the
date of inpoundnment, breed, color, sex and general condition of
the dog as can be reasonably ascertai ned.

A copy of this registry shall be furnished to a shelter
designated by the Town of Bridgton with witten instructions
setting forth conditions under which the dog nay be rel eased.
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Wien a dog is inmpounded under the provisions of this Article
the Animal Control Oficer, Police Oficer, or person in contro
of the Animal Shelter shall when possible, notify the owner or
keep if can be ascertained. Failure to give such notice shall
in no way inpose any liability upon the Town of Bridgton or its
designated aninmal shelter for the destruction or transfer to
anot her of any dog so inpounded and not recl ai nmed.

If the owner does not claim the dog wthin six (6) days
foll owi ng inmpoundnent then the aninmal shelter may di spose of the
animal by adoption or otherwise in a proper and humane manner
consistent with State | aws.

SECTI ON 9. | MPOUNDMENT FEES

Owers may reclaim their dog by first licensing, if applicable,
according to Town regulation and by paying to the town a fee of
thirty dollars ($30) for each offense. The owner will also be
responsible for any additional costs incurred by the Aninma
Shelter prior to reclamation. Fees nust be paid and a receipt of
sane presented to the shelter prior to the release of dog. Al
fees to be deposited in the separate account as required by
MR S. A 7, Section 3945.

SECTI ON 10. SANI TATI ON REQUI REMENTS BY DOG OWNERS

A, Any person who, as defined by this Ordinance as an owner of
a dog, shall be responsible for failing to pronptly renove and
properly dispose of their dog's feces left on any sidewalk,
street, beach or publicly owned property or private property
other than the property of the owner of the dog or of a person
who has consented to the presence of the dog on his/her

property.

B. A dog shall be considered a nuisance if it defecates on any
public or private property, other than the owner’s or Kkeeper’s
property and the owner and or the keeper shall be obligated to
renove and properly dispose of such wastes pronptly from any
such public or private property.

A dog shall be considered a nuisance if it gets into or opens
any garbage bags, bins or other containers and/or causes the
garbage to be strewn in the immediate area. The owner and or
keeper of the dog shall be obligated to properly clean up the
strewn garbage.

This section does not apply if it occurs on the property of the
dog(s) owner or to a dog acconpanying any handi capped person,
who, by reason of his/her handicap, is physically unable to
conply with the requirenents of this section
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SECTI ON 11. ENFORCEMENT

It shall be the duty of all Minicipal Police Oficers to enforce
all the provisions of this Odinance. Further, there shall be
appointed an Animal Control Oficer(s) who shall have the prine
responsibility of enforcing this Odinance.

SECTI ON 12. PENALTI ES

Any person found in violation of any of the provisions of this
Ordinance shall be guilty of a civil violation and liable to
puni shment by a fine not to exceed fifty ($50.00) for the first
of f ense. A second or subsequent offense shall result in a one
hundred ($100.00) fine to the owner and or keeper of the dog(s).
Upon notification to the owner or keeper and the persistence of
the violation, each day shall constitute a separate offense and
subject the owner or keeper to the fine as stipulated for a
second or subsequent offense for each day the violation exists.
Al'l fines collected shall be recovered to the use of the Town of
Bridgton and deposited in a separate account as required by
MR S A Section 3945 (Use and License Fees Retained by
Muni ci palities).

SECTI ON 13. REPEAL OF CONFLI CTI NG ORDI NANCE

This Odinance specifically repeals “The Control of Dogs
O di nance” enacted by the Town of Bridgton in March of 1973 and
re-enacted with amendments on June 3, 1993.

SECTI ON 14. SEVERABI LI TY CLAUSE

If any part of this Odinance shall be held invalid, such part
shall be deened severable and the invalidity thereof shall not
affect the remaining parts of this O dinance.

SECTI ON 15. AMENDMENTS

This Odinance may be anmended by a mpjority vote of any |ega
Town Meeting when such anendnent is published in the warrant
calling for the neeting.

SECTI ON 16. EFFECTI VE DATE

This Ordi nance shall be in full force and effect when enacted.

Enacted: June 9, 1999
Revi sed: Novenber 3, 2009
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