TOMN OF BRI DGTON, MAI NE
ORDI NANCE TO CONTROL DI SORDERLY HOUSES

PURPCSE: The purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the safety
and welfare of Bridgton residents by controlling persistent
unl awf ul and nui sance activities occurring near their
properties.

DEFI NI TI ONS:
Daelling nmeans any single or multi-famly residence or part
thereof, including, wthout Ilimtation, garages, outbuildings

and exterior grounds.

Di sorderly House neans any dwelling to which |aw enforcenent
of ficers have been called, in response to conplaints or on their
own initiative, three (3) or nore tines in any sixty (60) day
period to respond to conduct which is unreasonably disturbing to
residents of neighboring properties. Such conduct includes,
Without limtation, |loud nusic, excessively loud or unnecessary
noi ses emanating from within the dwelling which re audible
outside the dwelling, boisterous parties, fights (including
donmestic violence) or the arrest and conviction of persons at
the dwelling for conduct which constitutes a crine or a civil
infraction.

DOCUMENTATI ON OF COVPLAI NTS/ | NCI DENT  REPORTS: The Bridgton
Police Departnment shall docunent all calls relating to conduct
which is described in the definition of D sorderly House. The
responding officer shall determine if the conduct observed, if
any, was conduct which could to lead to a finding of D sorderly
House.

NOTI CE OF | NCl DENT REPORTS: Whenever a dwelling is visited by
the Bridgton Police Department, the building owner, property

manager or rental agent will be notified by phone and in witing
if the conduct observed could lead to a finding of Disorderly
House. If the visit results in the Police Departnent’s finding

that three (3) or nore incidents that could lead to a finding of
D sorderly House have occurred within sixty (60) days, such
notice shall be given within five (5) business days.

HEARI NG BY BOARD OF SELECTMEN, ACTI ONS: After receiving notice
from the Bridgton Police Departnent that it has evidence of a
D sorderly House, the Board of Selectnmen may schedule a public
hearing to determi ne whether the evidence supports a finding
that the individual (s) naned by the Police Departnment have
mai ntained a D sorderly House. The Sel ectnmen shall provide
witten notice of the date, tine and place of the hearing to the
property nmanager or rental agent, as applicable, and to the
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buil ding owner by mail, certified with return receipt requested,
or by delivery in-hand. The notice shall contain a statenent of
the alleged violation of this Odinance and a sunmary of the
possi bl e penal ties.

The Chair of the Board of Selectnen or his/her designee shall
preside at the hearing. A representative of the Bridgton Police
Departnent shall be heard first and shall be followed by the
person(s) nanmed in the notice as having violated this O di nance.
Any party may cross-exam ne wtnesses and may be represented by
an attorney. After the hearing, the Board of Selectnen shall
vote on whether, based upon a preponderance of the evidence
presented, the dwelling cited by the Police Departnent is
Di sorderly House.

ACTI ONS UPON FINDING OF A DI SORDERLY HOUSE: If the Board of
Selectnmen finds that the dwelling in questions is a Disorderly
House, they may enter into a consent agreenent wth the
person(s) named in the notice whereby that person agrees to
control the type of conduct which led to a finding of Disorderly
House by, for exanpl e, enforcing rules and regulations
pertaining to tenants and evicting tenants who refuse to conply
with rules and regulations. |If the terns of a consent agreenent
cannot be agreed upon, the Board may refer the nmatter to the
Town Attorney for |egal action.

VI OLATI ONS: The following shall be violations of this
O di nance:

1. Mintaining a Disorderly House.

2. Failure to conply with the terns of a consent agreenent.

3. Failure to appear at a duly noticed hearing by the Board of
Sel ect men concerning a Disorderly House.

Nothing in this Odinance shall preclude the Town from seeking
ot her renedi es provided by |law for the conduct described herein,
including, wthout limtation, those renedies provided by 17
MR S. A 882701, et seq.

PENALTIES: Violation of this Ordinance shall be punishable by a
civil penalty of not less than $100 and not nore than $2,500.
Each day that the violation exists shall constitute a separate
of fense. The Town may al so seek injunctive relief. |f the Town
prevails in an action to enforce this Odinance, it shall also
be entitled to an award of reasonable attorney’s fees and costs.

Enacted: June 12, 2007
Amrended: June 10, 2008

Page 2 of 2



