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PREAVBLE

The Town of Bridgton, Maine, constructed a limted public sewage
system and developed a public program for the replacenent of
mal functioning private septic systens after extensive eval uations
of the alternatives available to the Town and its citizens to
solve existing sewage treatnment problens. The public sewage
system is an expensive and conplex system It is therefore
necessary to provide for its proper use, nmmintenance and
adm nistration through an Odinance delegating powers and
establ i shing standards as appropri ate. Private conmunal sewage
systens are also regulated under this Odinance because the
failure of such systens can cause a public nuisance and because
it is necessary for the Town to ensure, stable, effective
managenent and ownership entities in order to control such
syst ens.

The Bridgton public sewage facilities rely on underground sewage
di sposal . This Odinance nust therefore incorporate controls
appropriate to the managenent of public sewers and controls which
limt the sorts of flows and wastes which those sewers nay carry
to those flows and wastes which can be successfully treated and
di sposed of in the Bridgton facilities. |In order to do this, it
i ncorporates construction standards, inspection requirenents,
wast e standards, and managenent requirenents for system users as
wel |l as the Town.

Private sewage treatnent and disposal systens in Bridgton also
rely exclusively on underground sewage di sposal. For that reason
this Ordinance nakes frequent reference to the Mine Subsurface
Wast ewat er Di sposal Rul es.



TOWN OF BRI DGTON
SEVWAGE ORDI NANCE

ARTI CLE | . Publ i c Sewage Treat nent
SECTION 1. PURPGCSE

This Ordinance is enacted to pronote the public health, safety
and welfare of the citizens of the Town of Bridgton, Mine by
establishing the adm nistration of and appropriate construction
and operating standards for the Bridgton public sewage system
Such regulation is necessary to renmedy existing wastewater
treatnment problenms and to prevent public or comunal sewage
systens from causing pollution, health hazards or other
nui sances. This Odinance also provides for the equitable
al l ocation of capital and operating costs for the Bridgton sewage
system and the equitable allocation of sewage system capacity
anong potential users of the system

SECTION 2. SCOPE

Hereafter any person owning any building or structure within the
Town of Bridgton which is the source of sewage and/or industrial
wastes, or who proposes to erect such a building or structure
shal | conform to the requirenents of the Departnent of
Envi ronnmental Protection and this O di nance.

SECTION 3. DEFI NI TI ONS

Unl ess the context specifically indicates otherw se, the neaning
of terms used in this article shall be as follows:

Accepted Practice - shall nmean a procedure used to install
pl unmbing, etc. that is customarily considered proper under the
Mai ne State Pl unbing Code.

Appeals Board - shall nean the Board of Appeals appointed
according to the provisions of 30 MRSA 2691 and this O di nance.

A S.T.M - shall nean the Anmerican Society of Testing Mterials.

Building Drain - shall nean that part of the |owest horizontal
pi ping of a drainage system which receives the discharge from
soil, waste and other drainage pipes inside the walls of the
buil ding and conveys it to the building sewer, beginning eight
(8) feet outside the inner face of the building wall.

Bui |l ding Sewer - shall nean the extension fromthe building drain

to the public sewer or other place of disposal and shall include
the septic tank required on all building sewers by this
or di nance.



Conbi ned Sewer - shall nmean a sewer receiving both surface runoff
and sewage.

Construction - shall nmean construction of any structure and shal
be considered to include any excavation or site preparation other
than cl earing of vegetation.

Devel oper - shall nmean any person or persons who undertake to
construct sinultaneously or in planned sequence nore than one
housing unit on a given tract or |and subdivision, or a person
who may devel op comerci al property.

Ef fluent - shall nean all substances issuing froma sewage system
or froma broken sewer pipe.

Engi neer - shall nmean a Professional Engineer retained as Town
Engi neer by the Town Manager with the approval of the Board of
Sel ect men.

Garbage - shall nean solid wastes from the donestic and
commerci al preparation, cooking and dispensing of food and from
t he handling, storage and sal e of produce.

Industrial Wastes - shall nmean the liquid wastes from industri al
manuf acturing processes, trade or business as distinct from
sanitary sewage, including any waste flow prior to treatnent with
a raw five-day biochem cal oxygen demand of over 350 ng/l or any
septic tank effluent flow with a five-day biochem cal oxygen
demand of over 60 ng/l or wastewater pH outside a pernissible
range of 5.5 to 8.5.

Natural Qutlet - shall nean any outlet into a watercourse, pond,
ditch, |ake or other body of surface or groundwater.

Nui sance - shall nean any condition created by a mal function of
any sewage system which nay endanger the health of any person, or
which will allow inadequately treated effluent to stand on the
surface either continuously or intermttently causing odors or
unsightly conditions.

pH - shall nean the degree of acidity or alkalinity of any
substance. A pH of 7 indicates neutrality.

Person - shall nean an individual firm conpany, association,
soci ety, group or corporation.

Pl unbi ng Code - shall nean the Internal Pl unbing Code as accepted
by the State of Mine including the Mine Subsurface WAstewater
Di sposal Rules published by the Miine State Departnent of Human
Servi ces, as anended.

Pl umbi ng Inspector - shall nean the Plunbing Inspector of the
Town of Bridgton.



Pl umbing Permt - shall nean as defined in the Plunbing Code.

Private - shall nmean that which is owned or controlled by a
person, business or corporation rather than by the Town.

Public R ght of Way - shall be all Town public roadways and those
legally acquired Town accesses for the sewer mains and punp
stations of the Bridgton Sewage D sposal System

Public Sewer- shall nean a system of pipes for carrying sewage
which lead to a Town Water Pollution Control facility and which
facilities are under the control of the Superintendent.

Sanitary Sewer- shall nean a sewer which carries sewage and to
which storm surface and groundwaters are not intentionally
adm tted.

Seasonal Dwelling - shall nmean a dwelling unit not intended for
year-round occupancy with the period of occupancy not to exceed
six (6) nonths in any cal endar year.

Service - shall nmean connection to the Bridgton Sewage D sposa
System or possession of a valid permt for connection thereto.

Sewage - shall nean any one, or any conbination of, waste capabl e
of being carried by water from residences, business buildings,
institutions and industrial establishnents, together wth such
ground, surface and storm wastes as nay be present. Not hing in
the definition shall be taken to permt the inclusion of storm
wast es, ground and surface waters in sewage to be conveyed and
treated in the public sewage system

Sewage System - shall nean all facilities, including pipes,
punps, sewage treatnment facilities, etc. for carrying, treating
and di sposi ng of sewage and acceptabl e i ndustrial wastes.

Sewage Treatnment Facility - shall nean any arrangenent of devices
and structures used to treat and di spose of sewage in accordance
with applicable laws and rules of the State of Miine and the Town
of Bridgton.

Shall - is mandatory; My - is perm ssive.

Storm Drain or Storm Sewer - shall nean a sewer which carries
storm and surface waters and drai nage, but excludes sewage and
i ndustrial wastes, other than unpolluted cooling water.

Superintendent - shall mean that person appointed by the Town
Manager to administer the Sewage Departnent of the Town of
Bri dgt on.



Suspended Solids- shall nean solids that either float on the
surface or are in suspension in water, sewage or other |iquids
and whi ch are renovabl e by skinmng, settling or filtering.

User - see “Service”.

Wat ercourse - shall nmean a channel in which a flow of water
occurs either continuously or intermttently.

SECTI ON 4. ADM NI STRATI ON

A The Sewer Departnent of the Town of Bridgton is hereby
establ i shed. The function of the Sewer Departnent shall be to
adm ni ster the public Sewage D sposal System of the Town and the
provisions of this Odinance and to be responsible for any and
all work in connection with the public Sewage Di sposal System

B. The Ofice of Sewer Departnent Superintendent is hereby
created.

1.) The Superintendent shall be appointed by the Town Manager
subj ect to approval by the Board of Sel ectnen.

2.) The Superintendent shall have the foll owi ng powers and duties
relative to the Sewage Di sposal System of the Town of Bridgton.

A) to enforce this Odinance insofar as it applies to the public
Sewage Di sposal System of Bridgton, Mine.

B) to prepare and admi nister the Departnent Budget.

C) to make such recommendations to the Town Manager as he deens
necessary for the proper maintenance and extension of facilities
including the preparation of periodic reports on facility
operati on and nai nt enance needs.

D) to supervise Town crews or contract for the construction,
cl eaning, inspection and repair of public sanitary sewers and
mai nt enance, operation and repair of public punp stations and
treatnment facilities.

E) to determine the needs and requisition tools, materials and
equi pnent for repair and mai ntenance worKk.

F) to organize, direct and evaluate the performance of
subordinates and initiate inprovenent prograns as deened
appropri ate.

G to record the location and elevation of all old and new
service connections to the Public Sewers and to nmaintain a |ist
of all structures and properties which are connected or which nay
be permitted to connect to the Bridgton Sewage D sposal System



H to maintain all plan & data files pertinent to the Public
Sewage Di sposal System

) to work with the Town Engineer in the performance of his or
her duti es.

J) to issue permts for connections to the Public Sewage D sposal
System and to supervise and participate in the inspection of
private sewer connections to Town sewer lines and all plunbing
tributary thereto and assure conpliance with this O di nance.

K) to confer with citizens and specialized groups regardi ng sewer
mai nt enance and i nspecti on.

L) to record possession and transfers of rights to capacity in
the public sewage disposal system

M to recomend to the Town Manager an annual mai ntenance program
and a long-term Capital |Inprovenent Program for the Sewage
Di sposal System

C The O fice of Town Engi neer is hereby created.

1.) The Town Engi neer may be appointed or hired on an as-needed
basis by the Town Manager, subject to approval by the Board of
Sel ect nen.

2.) Jdurisdiction: The Town Engi neer shall have the follow ng
powers & duties:

A) to provide engineering services and technical advice to the
Sewer Departnent and the Plunbing Inspector as required by this
O di nance or the Superintendent.

B) to determne which structures or properties wthin the
Bri dgt on Sewage Di sposal Area shall be required to connect to the
Bri dgt on Sewage Disposal System which properties or structures
within this service area may be allowed to connect to the public
sewers, which properties or structures; within this service area
shall not connect to the Bridgton Sewage Di sposal System Such
determ nations shall be based on Rules adopted by order of the
Bridgton Board of Selectnen, which Rules shall include at |east
the foll owi ng consi derations:

(1) Sewage Disposal System capacity and use.

(2) existing and potential wastewater generation from the
subj ect property or structure(s).

(3) ability to treat wastewater on site as defined by the State
of Mai ne Subsurface Wastewater D sposal Rules.

Appeals from such determnations shall be to the Board of
Appeal s.



C to design public sewage facility nodifications including
facility enl argenents.

D) to review public sewage facility inspection and maintenance
records and schedules and to nmake reconmendations to the
Superi nt endent .

D. Connection permts entitling the person to whom they are
issued to specific amounts of the capacity of the Bridgton
Sewage Di sposal System may be issued by the Superintendent. Such
permts shall expire two (2) years fromthe date of issue for al

permtted connections which are not nade. Permts nay be renewed
by application to the Superintendent. Permts shall be
consistent with determ nations of the Superintendent and the Town
Engi neer under this Article and wth the Rules on which those
determ nations were nmade. Each permt shall be filed with the
Town Clerk by the nanme of the owner of the property to which it
was issued. Al transfers of such permts shall also be filed

No transfer shall be permtted wthout the approval of the
Superi nt endent . Failure of the owner to provide for notice and
filing shall be sufficient grounds for revocation of the permt.

E. The Board of Selectnmen nay adopt policies directing or
limting the allocation of the capacity of the systemto specific
cl asses of users or to users as a whole. The sane price for which
it was originally purchased.

SECTI ON 5. BUI LDI NG SEVERS AND CONNECTI ONS

A A Public Sewer Connection Permt in the form provided by the
Town shall be applied for and shall be issued by the
Superi ntendent before any person shall uncover, make any
connection to, enter, work near, use, alter or disturb any part
of the Public Sewage Disposal System Capacity for facilities
covered by such permts and capacities reserved in the Bridgton
Sewage Disposal System for such connection shall be based on
wast ewat er generation rates specified in the Mine Subsurface
Wastewater Rules unless the Town Engineer finds that special
conditions in the proposed use warrant recalculation of the
wast ewat er generation rate. Such recal culation shall provide for
adequate margins of safety to protect the Bridgton Sewage
D sposal System and shall include consideration of future
operati onal changes increasi ng wastewater generation rates.

There shall be two classes of Public Sewer Connection permts:
(a) for residential and comrercial services, and

(b) for service to establishnments producing industrial wastes.
In either case, the owner or his agent shall make application on

a special formfurnished by the Town. This permt application
shall be supplenented by any plans, specifications or other
information considered pertinent in the judgnent of the
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Superi nt endent . The Board of Selectnen shall establish, alter
fromtine to tine and | evy upon persons nmaki ng sewer connecti ons,
permit and inspection fees for both classes of building sewer
permts in such ampbunts and with such reasonable classifications
and differentiations as the Board of Selectnen deens adequate
and reasonabl e.

B. Construction of a sewer service from a public sewer or
service stub, if provided, to an existing building shall not
begin until a Plunbing Permit and a Public Sewer Connection
Permt have been issued (see also Uilities Installation Permt
requirements). Construction of a new building which will be
connected to the public sewer shall not begin wuntil both a
Public Sewer Connection Permt and a Building Permt have been
i ssued.

C. The owner of any property to which the Town extends a sewer
stub to a point outside the paved way or on which the Town
connects a building sewer to the public sewer, shall be charged a
start-up assessnent in such amount and payable at such tinme as
t he Board of Sel ectnen may deterni ne

D. The required anount of Sewer Allocation shall be determ ned
by t he Superintendent or the Plunbing Inspector and shall be
purchased by the building owner at the rate currently set by the
Board of Selectnmen. |If at any tine subsequent to the purchase of
the Allocation and foll ow ng exhaustion of all |egal appeals the
| ot shall be deened to be unbuil dable, the Sewer Departnent shal
refund the Allocation purchase anount. The Hook-up Fee shall
only be refunded if the relevant hook-up work shall not have
been commenced.

E. All cost and expense incidental to the installation

connecti on, naintenance, repair, repl acenent or use of the
bui l ding sewer, including any stub or extension provided by the
Town, shall be paid by the owner. The owner shall reinburse the
Town for any Jloss or damage that my occur directly or
indirectly, to the public sewer, street or other property, by
this installation and connection of the building sewer.

F. A separate and i ndependent sewer shall be provided for every
building. dd building sewers nay be used in connection with new
bui l dings only when they are found, on exam nation and test by
t he Superintendent, to neet all requirenents of this O dinance.

G Al building sewer design, materials, excavation, joints and
connections shall be nade to prevent infiltration of surface or
subsurface waters and in accordance with standards set forth in
Appendi x A of this Ordinance. The diameter of the building drain
and building sewer shall be not less than four (4) inches. The
pi pe shal | be laid at a pitch of not less than 1/4 inch per
foot for the building drain and bui |l di ng sewer until connected
to the septic tank. The building sewer leading from the septic
tank to the public sewer shall be laid at a slope of not |ess



than 1/8 inch per foot. The depth of the building sewers shal

be |l ess than three (3) feet. The building sewer shall be laid
at uniform grade and in straight alignnent insofar as possible
changes in direction shall be made only with properly curved pipe
and fittings and with properly installed curvilinear sewers with

a mninmumradius of 150 feet on a uniform grade, The ends of
bui l di ng sewers which are not connected to the building drain
of the structure for any reason shall be sealed against

infiltration by a suitable stopper, plug or other approved neans.

H. Di scharge from foundation drains, roof drains, exterior
runoff or sunp discharges shall not be permtted to enter a
building sewer or building drain which in turn is connected

directly or indirectly to a public sanitary sewer. The
superintendent shall require owners of existing buildings to
di vert such water fromthe sewer and shall have the right to

i nspect such buildings to determne if the connections defined
above have been nade.

l. Every person owning a building or structure that is
connected to the Public Sewer shall maintain his building sewer
fromthe structure or comercial property to the public right of

way in such a condition that it wll not cause pollution,
nui sance conditions or allow excessive groundwater to enter the
public sewer. Such maintenance shall include the installation of

a septic tank neeting the requirenments of the Maine Subsurface
Wast ewat er Di sposal Rules (as anended) and the routine punping
of this tank to renove I|iquids, sludge, grease, scum and other
materials found therein in accordance with the requirenents of
this Ordinance as set forth in Section 6D. The Superintendent may
check the <condition of the |line and tank. Gound Water
infiltration in excess of 1/4 gallon per foot per day shall be
deened to be excessive. The Sewer Departnent shall maintain the
sewer from the public right of way property line to the Public
Sewer .

J. The connection of the building sewer into an existing public
sewer shall be made at the existing public sewer. The nethod of
connection of the building sewer to the public sewer shall be
dependent upon the type of pipe material used and in all cases
shal | be approved by the Superintendent. The connection of the
bui |l ding sewer into the public sewer shall be nmade at the “Y" or
“T" branch. If none is available, a connection may be made by
tapping the existing sewer by a nethod approved by t he
Superi nt endent .

K. The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the
Superi ntendent when the building sewer is ready for inspection
and connection to the public sewer. The connection shall be nade
under the supervision of the Superintendent follow ng approval

by the Plumbing |nspector. VWen trenches are opened for the
I aying of building sewer pipes, such trenches shall be inspected
by the Superintendent before the trenches are filled, and the
person perform ng such work shall notify the Superintendent when
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the installation of the building sewer is conpleted. If the
trench is filled before inspection, the Superintendent shal
require it to be re-excavated for inspection.

L. When any building sewer is to serve a school, hospital or
simlar institution or public building; or is to serve a conplex
of industrial or comrercial buildings, or will receive sewage or

i ndustrial wastes of such volune or character that frequent
mai nt enance of said building sewer can reasonably be anti ci pated,
t hen such building sewer shall be connected to the public sewer
t hrough one or nore manhol es. The Town Engi neer shall determ ne
whet her this type of connection to the public sewer is required
and the manner of acconplishing it. Connections to existing
manhol es shall be nade as directed by the Superintendent.

M Al'l excavations for building sewer installation shall be
adequately guarded with barricades and lights to protect the
public from hazard. Streets, sidewal ks, parkways and other
public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be
restored in a manner satisfactory to the Superintendent. (See
also Uilities Installation Permt Requirenents.)

SECTION 6. USE OF PUBLI C SEVERS

A No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any
stormnvater, surface water, groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface
dr ai nage, uncontam nated cooling water or unpolluted industria
process water to any sanitary sewer.

B. Stormvater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be
di scharged to such sewers as are specifically designated as
storm sewers or to a natural outlet approved by the
Superi nt endent . I ndustrial cooling water of unpolluted process
wastes may be discharged, on approval of the Superintendent, to
a storm sewer or natural outlet provided that any required
waste discharge Ilicense is first obtained by the person
generating such di scharge.

C Except as hereinafter provided, no person shall discharge or
cause to be discharged any of the follow ng described waters or
wastes to any public sewer:

1.) Any liquid or vapor having a tenperature higher than 150°F.

2.) Any waters or wastes containing fats, grease or oils whether
emul sified or not, exceeding an average of 25 parts per mllion.

3.) Any gasoline, benzene, naphtha, fuel oil, mneral oil or
ot her flanmabl e or explosive liquid, solid or gas.

4.) Any noxious or nmalodorous gas such as hydrogen sulfide,

sul fide, sulfur dioxide or nitrous oxi de or other substance which
either singly or by interaction with other wastes is capable of
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creating a public nuisance or hazard to life or of preventing
entry into the sewers for their maintenance and repair.

5.) No garbage shall be discharged from the septic tank to the
public sewer. The installation and operation of any garbage
grinder shall be subject to the review and approval of the
Superi nt endent .

6.) Any ashes, cinder, sand, nud, straw, shavings, netal, glass,
rags, feathers, tar, plastic, cardboard, wood or any other solid
or viscous substance capable of causing obstruction to the flow
of the sewers, or other interference with the proper operation of
t he sewage works.

7.) Any waters or wastes containing a radioactive, toxic or
poi sonous substance, a high chlorine demand or suspended solids
in sufficient quantity to injure or interfere with any sewage
works or treatnent process, constitute a hazard to humans or
animals or create any hazard in or to the Town s sewage treatnent
facility. No wastes shall include septic tank cleaning fluid.

8.) Any liquids having a suspended solids content of greater
than 100 ny/l.

D. Al wastes discharged to the public sewer shall first be
treated wth a septic tank designed and constructed in accordance
with the Mine State Subsurface Wastewater Disposal Rules and
punped by a licensed septic tank punper at |east every three (3)
years. The Superintendent or Town Engi neer shall order the owners
of systens to punp their septic tanks nore frequently if it is
found that nore frequent punping is necessary to assure the
adequate functioning of the tanks and the public sewage
facilities. The Town Engi neer nmay set a |onger punping interva
for septic tanks where it is found that average waste |loading to
the tanks is equal to or less than 30% of design |oading as
specified in the Maine Subsurface Wastewat er D sposal Rul es.

E. Al industrial wastes which are conpatible with donestic
sewage may be permitted to enter any public sewer. Costs of
testing shall be borne by the person seeking to discharge the
waste. Inconpatible wastes shall include, but not be limted to,

wastes prohibited by the WMine Departnent of Environnental
Protection and the Maine Departnment of Human Services from sub-
surface discharge. The Town reserves the right to require pre-
treatnent of any non-conpatible industrial waste to prevent shock
| oads and ensure its conmpatibility with donmestic sanitary sewage.

It further reserves the right to require a firm long-term
service contract for any waste source generating nore than 2000
gal l ons of waste water/sewage per day or generating nore than 25
pounds of 5-day bi ochem cal oxygen demand or suspended solids per
day, under which a special sewer service charge may be
established in accordance with Sec. 9C. The Superintendent may
require that the industrial waste be pretreated to a degree
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sufficient to nmake it conmpatible with the Town's sewage system
Such pretreatnent facilities shall be designed by a registered
pr of essi onal engineer licensed to practice in the State of Mi ne.

Plans for pretreatnent facilities shall be submtted to the
Superintendent for review and approval . Upon such pretreatnent
the wastewater shall be connected to the public sewer. If the

Superintendent deens that the industrial wastewater cannot be
pretreated so as to be conpatible with the Town’ s sewage system
t he wastewat er shall not be connected to the public sewer system
The connection of an industrial waste service line to the public
sewer shall be designed by a registered professional engi neer and
shall be sized to accept the flow generated. Each industri al
waste connection to the public sewer system shall be equipped
Wi th an access nmanhole or chanber which is easily accessible for
the purpose of allowing sanpling and gaugi ng of the waste flow
The Superintendent may exercise the option of requiring an
automatic flow recordi ng device. The Superintendent shall have
rights of access to this chanber at all tines. The cost of
installation and naintenance of the access chanber, and any
nmeasuri ng equi prent shall be borne by the waste generator.

F. In the event that grease, oil, sand or other simlar
materials may be in the wastes to be discharged into a public
sewer, interceptors of a type and capacity approved by the

Superintendent shall be installed in the building sewer, |ocated
ahead of the septic tank and easily accessible for cleaning and
i nspection. It shall be constructed of inpervious nmaterial
capabl e of w thstandi ng abrupt and extrene changes in tenperature
and shall be of substantial construction, water-tight and gas-
tight. Such interceptors shall be mintained by the persons
owni ng sane, at their expense and be in continuously efficient
operation at all times. The Superintendent or Plunbing |nspector
shall have the right to inspect such installations as provided in
this Article.

G Al'l other industrial wastes shall be transported in a
bui |l di ng sewer, separate from any buil ding sewer connected to the
public sewage system to a sewage di sposal system which shall be
controlled and nmintained by the person causing the potential
nui sance. This shall be specifically designed by a registered
engi neer to take care of the load to which it wll be subjected
and which shall be built and maintained in accordance with the
State Plunbing Code and with all other applicable requirenents.

H. Al'l industries discharging into a public sewer shall perform
such nonitoring of their discharges as the Superintendent or
other duly authorized enployees of the Town nmay reasonably

require, including installation, use and maintenance of
nonitoring equipmrent, Kkeeping of records and reporting the
results of such nonitoring to the Superintendent. The

Superi ntendent shall make such records avail able upon request to
other agencies having jurisdiction over discharges to the
recei ving waters.
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l. Low volune fixtures shall be enployed in all new
construction or renodeling carried out in properties served by
the public sewer

J. All wurinals in public toilets shall be of non-continuous
flow ng type.

SECTION 7. BOARD OF APPEALS

A Creation and Appointnent. There shall be a Board of Appeals
of five (5) nmenbers and two (2) associate nenbers , all of whom
shal |l be residents of the Town of Bridgton and who shall serve

wi t hout conpensati on. The nenbers of the Board shall be
appointed by the Board of Selectnmen as authorized by 30 MRSA
2691. It is intended that the Board of Appeals established

pursuant to the Town’s Shorel and Zoni ng Ordi nance be considered a
general Board of Appeals and that it shall also serve as the
Board of Appeal s established by this Odinance. Terns of nenbers
shall be for five (5) years except that initial appointnents
shall be made so that the terns of not nore than the associate
menbers shall be five (5) years.

A muni ci pal officer or spouse of a nunicipal officer shall not be
a menber or associate nenber of the Board of Appeals.

When a nmenber is unable to act because of conflict of interest,
physical incapacity, absence fromthe state or any other reason
satisfactory to the Chairman, the Chairman of the Board shall
desi gnate an associ ate nmenber to act in his place.

Wen there is a permanent vacancy, the Board of Sel ectnen shal
appoint a person for the unexpired term The Board of Appeals
shall elect a chairman and secretary fromits own nenbership.

A quorum shal |l consist of at |east three (3) nenbers.

An associate nmenber may attend all neetings of the Board and
participate in its proceedings, but may vot e only when
desi gnated by the Chairman to act for a nenber.

The Board of Appeals shall nake such rules as it deens necessary
for the conduct of its hearings, the procedures for
adm ni strative review, consultation and recommendations to the
Board regarding appeals and otherwise for conduct of its
functions under this O dinance.

B. Jurisdiction: The Board of Appeals shall have the foll ow ng
powers and duties to be exercised in connection wwth any witten
appeal by a party aggrieved by any deci sion or order of any agent
or officer of the Town nade under the authority of this
O di nance:

1.) To determne whether the decision or order appealed is
aut hori zed and proper under the provisions of this Odinance and,
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to interpret any provisions of this Odinance in cases of
uncertainty.

2.) To grant, by vote of three (3) nenbers, variances from
requirements of this Odinance applicable to connections to
public sewers, where necessary to avoid undue hardship, provided
that such variance shall not constitute a substantial departure
fromthe intent and purpose of this Ordinance to ensure both a
heal t hful environment and an equitable allocation of public sewer
costs and capacity , provided that such rights do not exist by
action of the Selectnmen and that such variances do not concern
t he paynent of charges or fees in connection with the use of the
sewage facilities.

C Heari ngs: The Board of Appeals shall neet as required
Al appeals or other matters to cone before the Board that
require notice as prescribed herein shall be filed wth the
Superi ntendent, who shall pronptly cause a notice of the appea
(or other matter) to be advertised in a newspaper of genera

circulation in the Town of Bridgton. This notice shall identify
the property involved, the nature of the appeal and state the
time and place of the public hearing of the appeal. This notice

shall be nade at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the
public heari ng.

Owners of properties within a 300-foot radius of the property for
whi ch the appeal is made shall be notified by mail. Fai |l ure of
any such owner to receive this notice shall not invalidate the
proceedi ngs herein prescribed.

D. Appeal Procedure:

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a decision of
any agent or officer of the Town which arises fromthe provisions
of this Odinance my appeal such decision to the Board of
Appeals within 30 days of the witten decision by filing an
appeal at the office of the Towmn Clerk on forns approved by the
Board of Appeal s.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectnen (see fee
schedul e) shall be paid at the tinme of filing the appeal to cover
the cost of adverti sing. An escrow fee shall also be paid for
m scel | aneous services rendered in processing the application.
This fee shall also be established by the Board of Selectnen.

Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to the
appel | ant .

3. Appeal s from decisions of any agent or officer of the Town
made wi thout conducting a public hearing shall be de novo. The
Superintendent shall transnmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision and all docunents and other evidence on which the
deci sion was based which nay be considered as evidence in the de
novo proceedi ng. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a public

hearing at which all persons shall have the right to present
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addi tional testinony and docunentary evidence. At the public
hearing, any party shall have the right to cross-exam ne
wi t nesses. The standard of review shall be whether, on the basis
of the evidence before the Board of Appeals, the application
conforms to the requirements of the O dinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permt or approval.
The Board of Appeals shall have authority to grant or deny a
permit or approval or to remand the matter to the agent or
of ficer of the Town for further proceedings.

4. Appeal s from decisions of agents or officers of the Town
made after conducting a public hearing shall be purely appellate.
The Superintendent shall transmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision of the agent or officer of the Town and all docunents
and other evidence conprising the record on which the decision
was based. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a public
proceeding at which all persons shall have the right to present
| egal argunent concerning the decision. The Board of Appeals
shall not permt the introduction of additional testamentary or
docunentary evi dence. The standard of review shall be whether
the decision was arbitrary or capricious, based on error of |aw
or on findings of fact not supported by substantial evidence in
the record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to sustain
or reverse a decision or to renmand the matter to the agent or
of ficer of the Town for further proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public hearing on
an appeal to a future date except for good cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three nenbers of the Board of
Appeal s shall be necessary to grant an approval or permt or to
grant an appeal from a decision of an agent or officer of the

Town. The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a witten
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by registered
mail, within thirty five (35) days of the close of the public

hearing shall constitute a denial of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board of
Appeal s to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of the date of the
vote of the Board of Appeals in accordance with 30-A MR S. A

8§ 2691 and Rul e 80B of the Maine Rules of G vil Procedure.

SECTION 8. SEWER SERVI CE CHARGES

A The Board of Selectnmen is hereby authorized to establish,
alter fromtine to time, and |evy upon persons served by drains
and sewers heretofore or hereafter constructed, a service charge
for the use of and for the services furnished by such drains and
sewers.

B. The user charge system shall further the equitable
allocation of the capital and operating costs of the public
sewage system anong nunicipal use, general public benefit,
private use and the availability of wuse to properties not
connected to the system Subj ect to these requirenents, such
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charges and any classification thereof shall be fair and
reasonabl e. They shall bear a substantial relationship to the
cost of providing sewage facilities and services to the
muni ci pality.

Such charges shall be at a rate sufficient to generate not |ess
t han 100% of the t ot al annual cost of providing sewage
facilities and services to the nunicipality and the wusers of
the system This shall include the devel opnent of such “sinking
funds” or other nechanisns to ensure the long termviability
of the system

C. Sewer service charges shall be billed periodically by the
Town at such intervals as the Board of Selectnen nmay determ ne
The Town may use the services of the Bridgton Water District to
obtain water usage information. Sewer interest charges shall be
at the sane rate as currently established for wuncollected
property taxes and shall be levied upon all bills not paid
within thirty (30) days of the billing date.

D. Any persons my place on their property, at their own
expense, a neter which shal | be approved by the Superintendent
to neasure the amobunt of water used on the property which does
not enter the public sewer. An adjustnment of the sewer charge
shall be made which conforns with said netered use.

SECTI ON 9. PENALTI ES

A Any persons or individual; firm corporation or partnership
found to be violating any provision of this Odinance shall be
served by the Town with witten notice stating the nature of the
violation and providing a reasonable time Ilimt for the
sati sfactory correction of said violation.

B. Any persons or individual; firm corporation or partnership
whi ch violates any provision of this Odinance, other than those
provisions pertaining to the paynent of charges for services
established herein, shall be qguilty of a civil violation and
shal | be punishable by a civil penalty of not |ess than $100, to
be recovered for the use of the Town. The continued violation of
any provision of this Odinance shall <constitute a separate
of fense for each and every day such violation shall continue.

C The proper authorities of the Town, in addition to other
renmedies, may institute any appropriate legal or admnistrative
action or proceedings, including injunctive relief, to prevent
any unlawful use, construction or nmaintenance of cesspools,
septic tanks, sewage disposal systens, pipes or drains to
restrain, correct or abate such violation or to prevent the
occupancy of any building, structure or land where said
vi ol ati ons are found.
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D. Any person violating any provision of this Odinance shal
becone liable to the Town for any expense, |loss or danmage
occasi oned to the Town by reason of such violation.

E. Use of the system will be figured at each billing cycle.
The average use for the nost recent four (4) quarters wll
determ ne whether or not the use has exceeded the allocation
pur chased. If the allocation has been exceeded the penalties
will be as follows:

a.) Five (5) tinmes the normal rate the first year over
al | ocation

b.) Seven (7) tinmes the normal rate the second year over
al | ocation

c.) Nne (9) tines the normal rate the third year over
al | ocation

d.) Plus two (2) tinmes for each additional year over allocation
SECTION 10. VALIDITY

A The invalidity of any section, clause, sentence or provision
of this Odinance shall not affect the validity of any other
part of this Odinance which can be given effect w thout such
invalid part of parts.

B. In any case where a provision of this Odinance is found to
be in conflict with a provision of any other O di nance or Code of
the Town existing on the effective date of this Odinance, the
provi si on which establishes the higher standard for the pronotion
and protection of health, safety and welfare shall prevail.

ARTI CLE |1 MANAGEMENT OF PRI VATE, CLUSTER SEWAGE SYSTEMS
SECTION 1. DEFI NI TI ONS

The following ternms shall have the followi ng neanings for the
pur poses of Article I1I:

Cluster Sewage System - One or nore sewage treatnment or di sposal
systens serving a part or all of a contiguous area or devel opnent
owned by the sane devel oper. It disposes of sewage and ot her
wast ewat er from nore than one separate, privately owned dwelling
lot, unit or plunbed building.

Devel oper - Any person, firm corporation or other entity
proposing to establish one or nore private cluster sewage systens
desi gned and intended to serve one or nor e mul ti pl ex units,
subdivision Jlots or other grouping of plunbed buildings,
including an established association of owners of adjacent
devel oped properties.
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Owner - The record owner of a dwelling unit, lot or building
served or to be served by a cluster sewage system

SECTI ON 2. CLUSTER SYSTEMS PERM TTED

No cluster sewage systemshall be permtted unless the owner or
owners of all properties to be served are parties to, and their
said properties are mde subject to, an effective, recorded
declaration or agreenent (hereinafter referred to as the
“Agreenent”) providing for continuous, responsible nmanagenent of
such systemin accordance with the terns of this Article Il, the
provi sions of which Agreenment shall be covenants running with the
land of each such owner. Any private cluster sewage system
intended to serve nore than three dwelling units shall be
desi gned by a registered engi neer.

SECTI ON 3. ESTABLI SHVENT OF ASSOCI ATI ON

The Agreenment shall require the formation of a legal entity
having its principal place of business within the Towmn. It shal
require nmenbership of all owners, of all properties to be served
by the private, clustered sewage system The entity shall be
formed and funded, no later than the sale of t he | ast
property with noneys equal to its anticipated expenses for one
year, no later than the sale of the last property to be served by
such system

SECTI ON 4. NMANAGEMENT BY DEVELOPER

Until the formation and funding of the Association as aforesaid,
and until the transfer and conveyance to the Association of all
real and personal property necessary to the operation of the
private, cluster sewage system al | of the duties and
responsibilities of the Association and all of its rights and
powers, including the assessnment, collection and use of charges,
shall be tinmely and fully performed and exercised by the
devel oper.

SECTION 5.  ASSOCI ATI ON ASSETS

As soon as the Association has been forned, all real and personal
property necessary to the operation of said system shall be
transferred and conveyed to the Association by the devel oper.
Al conmponents of said system shall be in good operating order
and condition, in conpliance with all applicable | aws, codes
and regul ations. The devel oper shall be responsible for any
repairs, replacenents or inprovenents which rmay be required for
the sanme, pronptly following notice by the Association given
within two (2) years after the date of said transfer, except
normal mai ntenance. The Association shall not divest itself of
any interest in said real estate except(1l) to a duly constituted,
responsi bl e public body in connection with its assunption of part
or all of the responsibilities of the Association requiring such
real estate; or (2) upon approval by the Plunbing Inspector of
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t he di sconti nuance of any service for which such real estate was
required.

SECTION 6. ASSQOCI ATI ON DUTI ES

After the acquisition by the Association of the real and personal
property constituting or necessary to the cluster sewage system
the Association shall own, operate, maintain, repair and repl ace
same in accordance wth all applicable laws, codes and
regul ations, including performance of the follow ng requirenents:

A It shall provide for officers or other personnel responsible
for performance of the duties of the Association;

B. It shall cause the inspection at |east weekly of all punping
stations and any other nechanical conponents of said system and
the general inspection of all sewage facilities by a registered
prof essi onal engi neer at |east once every six (6) nonths in order
to assure that they are in proper operating condition

C. It shall cause all septic tanks to be punped out at |east
once every three (3) years unless required by the Town Engi neer
to punp these tanks nore frequently and it shall maintain a
record showi ng the dates of all septic tank punpi ng;

D. It shall enter into a contract or contracts with one or nore
firms conpetent and available to provide on-call service for
repair and mai ntenance of all sewage facilities;

E. It shall pay, in atinely fashion, all expenses necessary or
i nci dent al to t he per f or mance of its functions and
responsibilities under this Article Il

SECTION 7. CHARGES TO OWNERS
The Associ ation shall provide for revenues sufficient to perform

its duties hereunder and as provided in the Agreenent, including
suppl emental or energency revenues to cover any deficits or

ener gency requirenents. Revenues shall include amounts for
additions to reserves for nmajor periodic repairs, contingencies
and for replacenents based upon the full, life cycle cost of the

cl uster sewage system

The Association shall also establish procedures by which it can
conpel any owners to correct any deficiency, malfunction or other
problem in their own property which affects the operation or
integrity of the cluster sewage system

SECTION 8. | NSPECTI ON BY THE TOMWN

A Upon request by the Town Manager, the Association shal

produce for inspection and copying at the Bridgton Town Ofice,
or permt the inspection and copying at its own office, any or
all of its corporate, financial, operating, inspection and

- 20 -



mai nt enance records, reports, contracts, Dbudgets and other
papers, for the purpose of determning its performance of any
conpliance with the requirenments of this Article I1.

B. The Pl unbing |Inspector or an authorized representative, or
the Town Engineer and other duly authorized enployees of the
Town, bearing proper credentials or identification, shall be

permtted to enter at all reasonable tines upon all properties
owned by the developer, the Association or the Association
menbers for inspection, observation, neasurenent, sanpling and
testing for the purposes of this Article.

SECTI ON 9. PENALTI ES

In the event that any Association, devel oper or owner is found to
be violating any provision of this Article Il, all of the
provi sions and procedures set forth in Article I, Section 9 shall
be applicable and available to the Town in connection with any
such vi ol ati on.
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APPENDI X A
SUGGESTED STANDARDS PURSUANT TO SECTION 5 (f)

A Construction Requirenents for Public Sewer Connections

1.) Any new or replaced building sewer shall neet the follow ng
materi al requirenents.

Cast iron soil pipe shall be service weight where the cover over
t he pi pe does not exceed eight (8) feet, and shall be extra heavy
if cover over the pipe exceeds eight (8) feet. Pi pe shall neet
the requirenents of ASTM Designhation A74-69. Joints my be
caul ked with oakum and pure lead not |ess than one (1) inch deep
or may be of the rubber gasket type neeting the requirenents of
ASTM Desi gnati on C564-68. Hubless cast iron nay be used wth
stainless steel clanp assenblies neeting the requirenents of the
Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute Standard 301-69. Pipe fittings
shall be coated with asphaltum or coal tar. (See State Pl unbing
Code, Section 8, Building Drains and Sewer.)

Asbest os cenent pipe shall be O ass 3300 neeting the requirenents
of ASTM Designation C-644. Joints shall be rubber gasket type
neeting the requirements of ASTM Designati on D 1869 -C1.

Pol yvinyl chloride pipe shall neet the requirenents of ASTM
Desi gnati on D 3034- 73SDR35. Joints shall be solvent welded or
shal | use rubber conpression ring gaskets neeting ASTM D-1869.

2.) The size and slope of the building sewer shall be determ ned
by the connected fixture units as indicated in the Maine State
Pl unbi ng Code, but in no event shall the dianeter be less than
four (4) inches nor the pitch |less than one-quarter (1/4) inch
per foot before the septic tank and one-eighth (1/8) inch per
foot after the septic tank.

3.) If a building drain is laid parallel to a bearing wall of a
building, it shall be not less than five (5) feet fromit and
shall be laid on either undisturbed soil or on well conpacted
fill.

4.) A building sewer shall be laid at a uniform grade and in
strai ght alignnent. Any unavoi dabl e changes in direction shal
be made with appropriate fittings conpatible wth the type of
pi pe bei ng used. Such changes in grade and alignnent shall be
subject to the approval of the Superintendent upon subm ssion of
a di mensional plan show ng the |ocation of such fittings.

5.) Al excavations required for the installation of a building
sewer shall be open trench work unless otherw se approved by the

Superintendent. Pipe laying and back-filling shall be perfornmed
to the satisfaction of the Superintendent and no back-fill shall
be placed until the pipe has been inspected. Al'l excavations
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shal | be adequately guarded with barricades and |lights to protect
the public from hazards. Wdth of trench shall be a maxi num of
three (3) feet at the crown of pipe |evel. Al'l pipe shall be
bedded in granular material extending at |east four (4) inches
bel ow t he pi pe and four (4) inches above the crown of pipe. Such
beddi ng shall contain no stones l|larger than three-quarter (3/4)
i nch.

6.) The property owner or his agent shal | give the
Superintendent a seven (7) working day witten notice of the tine
that construction will start on a public way or public easenent.

Al relevant permts shall be obtained by the property owner or
his agent. All costs for permts including, but not limted to,
permts for road openings and stream crossings shall be borne by
the property owner. Si dewal ks, parkways and other public
property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored to
their original condition to the satisfaction of the Public Wrks

Director, who will nmake a final inspection of the conpleted
wor k. Construction within the public way shall be conpleted
within five (5) days. Al'l back-fill within a paved area in a

public right of way shall be placed in eight (8) inch |layers and
t horoughly conpacted by nechanical nmeans to the satisfaction of
t he Superintendent and the Public Wrks Director.

7.) Any excavation which may disturb the root system of any
shade trees in the public way shall be approved by the Tree
Warden or other suitable Town O ficial prior to the comencenent
of work. If it is determined that the work nust be supervised by
a licensed arborist, the costs of such supervision shall be borne
by the person naking the excavation.

8.) Sewer construction and work incidental thereto, in any
public way or public easenent, shall be perfornmed under the
supervision of, and to the satisfaction of, the Superintendent.
The Board of Selectnmen nmay require the cost of this supervision
to be borne by the person acconplishing the constructi on.

9.) Excavation shall not be nmade over or immedi ately adjacent to
any public sewer unless the Superintendent has given his approval
and the work is done under his supervision. Property owners and
others performng work on their behalf shall be fully responsible
for locating and protecting all wutilities under or above any

public way, including, but not limted to, water nmains, storm
drai ns, power lines, telephone lines, gas lines, telegraph |ines
or fire call cables. Any damage to such utilities shall be

repaired to the satisfaction of the wutility involved at no
expense to the Town.

10.) If a “Y’” or “T” branch in the public sewer is available at a
suitabl e | ocation, the connection of the building sewer shall be
made to such branch. Were no branch is available, a new hole
shall be cut into the public sewer and the building sewer
connected thereto with a saddle conpatible with the public sewer
in accordance wth accepted practice. Al such joints shall be
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inspected by the Superintendent prior to back-filling. No
protrusion of the service line into the main sewer wll be
permtted.

Enacted: June 1995
Amended: June 2000 and June 12, 2007
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