
TOWN OF BRIDGTON
Ordinance to Establish Uniform Procedures

For Appeals to the Bridgton Board of Appeals

Section 1. Section 11 of the Town of Bridgton Site Plan
Review Ordinance is repealed and the following is enacted
in its place:

Section 11. Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”)or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision by
filing an appeal at the office of the Town Clerk on
forms approved by the Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, and decisions of
the Planning Board made without conducting a public
hearing, shall be de novo. The CEO shall transmit to
the Board of Appeals the decision and all documents
and other evidence on which the decision was based
which may be considered as evidence in the de novo
proceeding. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public hearing at which all persons shall have the
right to present additional testimony and documentary
evidence. At the public hearing, any party shall have
the right to cross-examine witnesses. The standard of
review shall be whether, on the basis of the evidence
before the Board of Appeals, the application conforms
to the requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO or Planning Board for further
proceedings.
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4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or to
grant an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board.
The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 2. Sections 16.G.3 and 16.G.4 of the Town of
Bridgton Shoreland Zoning Ordinance are repealed and the
following is enacted in their place:

Section 16.G.3. Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”),
Local Plumbing Inspector or Planning Board may appeal
such decision to the Board of Appeals within 30 days
of the written decision by filing an appeal at the
office of the Town Clerk on forms approved by the
Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, the Local Plumbing
Inspector, and the Planning Board made without
conducting a public hearing, shall be de novo. The
CEO shall transmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision and all documents and other evidence on which
the decision was based which may be considered as
evidence in the de novo proceeding. The Board of
Appeals shall conduct a public hearing at which all
persons shall have the right to present additional
testimony and documentary evidence. At the public
hearing, any party shall have the right to cross-
examine witnesses. The standard of review shall be
whether, on the basis of the evidence before the Board
of Appeals, the application conforms to the
requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of proof
shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO, Local Plumbing Inspector, or
Planning Board for further proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
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Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or Local
Plumbing Inspector, or to grant an appeal from a
decision of the Planning Board. The failure of the
Board of Appeals to issue a written notice of its
decision, directed to the appellant by registered
mail, within thirty five (35) days of the close of the
public hearing shall constitute a denial of the
appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 3. Section 10.A of the Town of Bridgton Bear River
Aquifer Protection Ordinance is repealed and the following
is enacted in its place:

A. Administrative Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision by
filing an appeal at the office of the Town Clerk on
forms approved by the Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, and decisions of
the Planning Board made without conducting a public
hearing, shall be de novo. The CEO shall transmit to
the Board of Appeals the decision and all documents
and other evidence on which the decision was based
which may be considered as evidence in the de novo
proceeding. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public hearing at which all persons shall have the
right to present additional testimony and documentary
evidence. At the public hearing, any party shall have
the right to cross-examine witnesses. The standard of
review shall be whether, on the basis of the evidence
before the Board of Appeals, the application conforms
to the requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO or Planning Board for further
proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
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which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or to
grant an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board.
The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 4. Section 10.A of the Town of Bridgton Willis
Brook Aquifer Ordinance is repealed and the following is
enacted in its place:

A. Administrative Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision by
filing an appeal at the office of the Town Clerk on
forms approved by the Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, and decisions of
the Planning Board made without conducting a public
hearing, shall be de novo. The CEO shall transmit to
the Board of Appeals the decision and all documents
and other evidence on which the decision was based
which may be considered as evidence in the de novo
proceeding. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public hearing at which all persons shall have the
right to present additional testimony and documentary
evidence. At the public hearing, any party shall have
the right to cross-examine witnesses. The standard of
review shall be whether, on the basis of the evidence
before the Board of Appeals, the application conforms
to the requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO or Planning Board for further
proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
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which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or to
grant an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board.
The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 5. Section 10.G of the Town of Bridgton Flood
Plain Ordinance is repealed and the following is enacted in
its place:

G. Appeal Procedure for Administrative and Variance
Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision, or
request a variance, by filing an appeal at the office
of the Town Clerk on forms approved by the Board of
Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, and decisions of
the Planning Board made without conducting a public
hearing, and variance appeals shall be de novo. The
CEO shall transmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision and all documents and other evidence on which
the decision was based which may be considered as
evidence in the de novo proceeding. The Board of
Appeals shall conduct a public hearing at which all
persons shall have the right to present additional
testimony and documentary evidence. At the public
hearing, any party shall have the right to cross-
examine witnesses. The standard of review shall be
whether, on the basis of the evidence before the Board
of Appeals, the application conforms to the
requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of proof
shall be upon the applicant for the permit, approval,
or variance. The Board of Appeals shall have
authority to grant or deny a permit or approval or to
remand the matter to the CEO or Planning Board for
further proceedings, or in the case of variances, to
grant or deny the variance.
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4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO, to grant
an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board, or to
grant a variance. The failure of the Board of Appeals
to issue a written notice of its decision, directed to
the appellant by registered mail, within thirty five
(35) days of the close of the public hearing shall
constitute a denial of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 6. The last paragraph of Section 7.C and Section
7.D of the Town of Bridgton Sewage Ordinance are repealed
and the following is enacted in their place:

D. Appeal Procedure

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of any agent or officer of the Town which
arises from the provisions of this Ordinance may
appeal such decision to the Board of Appeals within 30
days of the written decision by filing an appeal at
the office of the Town Clerk on forms approved by the
Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of any agent or officer of the
Town made without conducting a public hearing shall be
de novo. The Superintendent shall transmit to the
Board of Appeals the decision and all documents and
other evidence on which the decision was based which
may be considered as evidence in the de novo
proceeding. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public hearing at which all persons shall have the
right to present additional testimony and documentary
evidence. At the public hearing, any party shall have
the right to cross-examine witnesses. The standard of
review shall be whether, on the basis of the evidence
before the Board of Appeals, the application conforms
to the requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the agent or officer of the Town for further
proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of agents or officers of the
Town made after conducting a public hearing shall be
purely appellate. The Superintendent shall transmit
to the Board of Appeals the decision of the agent or



11

officer of the Town and all documents and other
evidence comprising the record on which the decision
was based. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public proceeding at which all persons shall have the
right to present legal argument concerning the
decision. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision was arbitrary or capricious, based on error
of law or on findings of fact not supported by
substantial evidence in the record. The Board of
Appeals shall have authority to sustain or reverse a
decision or to remand the matter to the agent or
officer of the Town for further proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit or to grant an appeal from a decision of an
agent or officer of the Town. The failure of the
Board of Appeals to issue a written notice of its
decision, directed to the appellant by registered
mail, within thirty five (35) days of the close of the
public hearing shall constitute a denial of the
appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 7. Section X of the Town of Bridgton
Telecommunications Towers, Antennas and Associated
Facilities Ordinance is repealed and the following is
enacted in its place:

Section X. Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision by
filing an appeal at the office of the Town Clerk on
forms approved by the Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO shall be de novo.
The CEO shall transmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision and all documents and other evidence on which
the decision was based which may be considered as
evidence in the de novo proceeding. The Board of
Appeals shall conduct a public hearing at which all
persons shall have the right to present additional
testimony and documentary evidence. At the public
hearing, any party shall have the right to cross-
examine witnesses. The standard of review shall be
whether, on the basis of the evidence before the Board
of Appeals, the application conforms to the
requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of proof
shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO for further proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board shall be
purely appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board
of Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
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which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or to
grant an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board.
The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 8. Section 1XB of the Town of Bridgton Sign
Ordinance is repealed and the following is enacted in its
place:

B. Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) or
Planning Board may appeal such decision to the Board
of Appeals within 30 days of the written decision by
filing an appeal at the office of the Town Clerk on
forms approved by the Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO, and decisions of
the Planning Board made without conducting a public
hearing, shall be de novo. The CEO shall transmit to
the Board of Appeals the decision and all documents
and other evidence on which the decision was based
which may be considered as evidence in the de novo
proceeding. The Board of Appeals shall conduct a
public hearing at which all persons shall have the
right to present additional testimony and documentary
evidence. At the public hearing, any party shall have
the right to cross-examine witnesses. The standard of
review shall be whether, on the basis of the evidence
before the Board of Appeals, the application conforms
to the requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of
proof shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO or Planning Board for further
proceedings.

4. Appeals from decisions of the Planning Board made
after conducting a public hearing shall be purely
appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the Board of
Appeals the decision of the Planning Board and all
documents and other evidence comprising the record on
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which the Planning Board decision was based. The
Board of Appeals shall conduct a public proceeding at
which all persons shall have the right to present
legal argument concerning the decision of the Planning
Board. The Board of Appeals shall not permit the
introduction of additional testamentary or documentary
evidence. The standard of review shall be whether the
decision of the Planning Board was arbitrary or
capricious, based on error of law or on findings of
fact not supported by substantial evidence in the
record. The Board of Appeals shall have authority to
sustain or reverse a decision of the Planning Board or
to remand the matter to the Planning Board for further
proceedings.

5. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

6. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO or to
grant an appeal from a decision of the Planning Board.
The failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

7. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 9. Section 12 of the Town of Bridgton Amended
Ordinance to Regulate Automobile Graveyards, Junkyard and
Automobile Recycling Business is repealed and the following
is enacted in its place:

Section 12. Appeals

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the municipal officers may appeal such
decision to the Board of Appeals within 30 days of the
written decision by filing an appeal at the office of
the Town Clerk on forms approved by the Board of
Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the municipal officers shall
be purely appellate. The CEO shall transmit to the
Board of Appeals the decision of the municipal
officers and all documents and other evidence
comprising the record on which the municipal officers’
decision was based. The Board of Appeals shall
conduct a public proceeding at which all persons shall
have the right to present legal argument concerning
the decision of the municipal officers. The Board of
Appeals shall not permit the introduction of
additional testamentary or documentary evidence. The
standard of review shall be whether the decision of
the municipal officers was arbitrary or capricious,
based on error of law or on findings of fact not
supported by substantial evidence in the record. The
Board of Appeals shall have authority to sustain or
reverse a decision of the municipal officers or to
remand the matter to the municipal officers for
further proceedings.

4. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.
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5. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an appeal from a
decision of the municipal officers. The failure of
the Board of Appeals to issue a written notice of its
decision, directed to the appellant by registered
mail, within thirty five (35) days of the close of the
public hearing shall constitute a denial of the
appeal.

6. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.
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Section 10. Article 7 of the Town of Bridgton Building,
Razing and Plumbing Permit Ordinance is repealed and the
following is enacted in its place:

Article 7. Appeal

1. Any person, firm or corporation aggrieved by a
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer (“CEO”) may
appeal such decision to the Board of Appeals within 30
days of the written decision by filing an appeal at
the office of the Town Clerk on forms approved by the
Board of Appeals.

2. The fee established by the Board of Selectmen (see fee
schedule) shall be paid at the time of filing the
appeal to cover the cost of advertising. An escrow
fee shall also be paid for miscellaneous services
rendered in processing the application. This fee
shall also be established by the Board of Selectmen.
Any unused portion of the escrow shall be returned to
the appellant.

3. Appeals from decisions of the CEO shall be de novo.
The CEO shall transmit to the Board of Appeals the
decision and all documents and other evidence on which
the decision was based which may be considered as
evidence in the de novo proceeding. The Board of
Appeals shall conduct a public hearing at which all
persons shall have the right to present additional
testimony and documentary evidence. At the public
hearing, any party shall have the right to cross-
examine witnesses. The standard of review shall be
whether, on the basis of the evidence before the Board
of Appeals, the application conforms to the
requirements of the Ordinance. The burden of proof
shall be upon the applicant for the permit or
approval. The Board of Appeals shall have authority
to grant or deny a permit or approval or to remand the
matter to the CEO for further proceedings.

4. The Board of Appeals shall not continue a public
hearing on an appeal to a future date except for good
cause.

5. The affirmative vote of three members of the Board of
Appeals shall be necessary to grant an approval or
permit on appeal from a decision of the CEO. The
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failure of the Board of Appeals to issue a written
notice of its decision, directed to the appellant by
registered mail, within thirty five (35) days of the
close of the public hearing shall constitute a denial
of the appeal.

6. Any aggrieved party may appeal a decision of the Board
of Appeals to Maine Superior Court within 45 days of
the date of the vote of the Board of Appeals in
accordance with 30-A M.R.S.A. § 2691 and Rule 80B of
the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure.

Enacted: June 12, 2007


